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what makes literature, rightly sifted and selected
and rightly studied, not the mere elegant trifling
that it Is so often and so erroneously supposed to
be, but a proper instrument for a systematic
training of the imagination and sympathies, and
of a genial and varied moral sensibility.

From this point of view let me remind you
that books are not the products of accident and
caprice. As Goethe said, if you would under-
stand an author, you must understand his age.
The same thing Is just as true of a book. If
you would fully comprehend it, you must know
the age. There Is an order; there are causes
and relations between great compositions and
the societies in which they have emerged. Just
as the naturalist strives to understand and to
explain the distribution of plants and animals
over the surface of the globe, to connect their
presence or their absence with the great geolo-
gical, climatic, and oceanic changes, so the
student of literature, if he be wise, undertakes
an ordered and connected survey of ideas, of
tastes, of sentiments, of imagination, of humour,
of invention, as they affect and as they are
affected by the ever changing experiences of